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beginning the struggle went on for many years. It degenerated
into a succession of raids and counter-raids, which depopulated
the frontier Shan states, reduced parts of Siam and Tenasserim
to a desert, caused a fresh Mon exodus, and led to a state of
chronic dacoity over large tracts of Burma. The Siamese were
still raiding Tenasserim for slaves when the British occupied the
province in 1824.
As the reign proceeded and difficulties multiplied, the
king's religious mania became more pronounced. He persecuted
heretics and decreed the death penalty for drinking intoxicants,
smoking opium and even for lolling an ox or a buffalo. When
the Buddhist clergy essayed to moderate some of the worst of
his excesses, he announced plans to reform the Order and
confiscated monastic lands. White elephant worship was carried
to extremes previously unknown. It is one of the chief themes of
the chronicles of his reign.
If the requisitions of men for military service caused fright-
ful hardships to his subjects, no less did his demands for forced
labour on works of Buddhist merit, particularly to the Shans,
Mons and Arakanese. In particular he tried to build an enor-
mous pagoda 500 feet in height, that was to be the wonder of the
world. The unfinished monstrosity may still be seen at Mingun,
not far from his capital. For seven years, 1790-97, thousands of
Arakanese and other deportees worked on its construction under
the personal supervision of the king, who housed his court in
temporary buildings on an island in the river close by. He told
Captain Hiram Cox, who visited him there, that every night
the Thagyamin, king of the spirit world, sent angels to augment
the work done by human labour during the day. But when the
sceptical captain was taken to inspect the work, he noted the
signs of candle-wax everywhere on the bricks and was quietly
amused that the heavenly visitors should need the aid of
artificial light for their task.
In contrast with his aggressive policy towards his neigh-
bours, Bodawpaya scrupulously maintained good relations
with China. Five times during his reign did he welcome Chin-
ese missions at Amarapoora, his capital city. Four Burmese
missions to Pekin are recorded. Prisoners of war were restored^
presents and titles exchanged, and frontier friction almost